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To begin with, please tell me your name‘ 


. 


My name is Takagishi, Nagaki. 


When were you born? 


In 1891. 


How old are you now?. 


I am 88 years old. 


Where were you born? 


Kanazawa in Ishikawa Prefecture. 


Do you remember your parents? 
Yes, I have their pictures. Shall I show them to you? This is 


my father Imagawa Ishio. He died when I was 4 years old. 


Was. he a teacher? 


He became a teacher after the Meiji Restoration. | 


He died early, didn't he? 


“Yes, when I was 4 years old. 


Do you have any brothers or sisters? 


Yes, I had an elder sister. There were just two OPUS. 
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What kind of a woman was your mother? 


She came from Ohashi family. Her father was a fire chief. 


Do you remember about your grandfather? 


No, LI don't. 


What kind of recollection do you have of your childhood? 

When my father died, my uncle succeeded to the house as I was 
too young to be the heiress. He was a soldier. AS he was 
assigned to the General Staff Office, he was transfered once 

in a while. While he was stationed in Sapporo I went there with 
him. My sster was adopted to another family. I went to a reer 
garten and 4 years. of grammar school in Sapporo. Then L came 


back to my mother's house in Kanazawa. 


How long did you stay in Hokkaido? 
I went there right after my father died, and stayed there till 


I was 10. 


What kind of a place was Hokkaido? 


I only remember it as a cold place. It snowed a lot so I had to 


wear a lot of clothes and shawl to go to school. The road was 


frozen in the city, but in some places we had to use a sleigh. 


Was yhur uncle a strict man? 


Yes, he was very strict like my father who was a school teacher. 
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Did your uncle have any children? 

No, he didn't. That is why I was given the right of succession 
to the Imagawa family. When I became a Chéristian I was scolded 
by my uncle as he did not like Christians. He said that he does 
not know what excuse to make to the ancestors if Japanese become 


a Christian which is the religion of foreigners. 


When was theis? | 

When I was 11 years old I went back to my mother's house. from 
Sapporo. My mother had remarried Omachi (my step father) who 
became a Christian in Hawaii. My mother did not like Christi- 
anity, but my stepfather asked the pastor of a church in Kana- 
zawa to teach the gospel by: Libexaturcsince then I started going 


to church. That was when I was 11 years old. 


Did your mother go to church, too? 

Yes, she did, but her relations did not like Christianity so 
she did not want to go ‘much. I used to Sneek out of the house 
and went to Sunday school. Church members were very kind to us. 
Mother was baptized around 1905, and I was baptized a little 
later. It was duringuthe Russo-Japanese War, and there was 
strong opposition toward Christianity, so I used to go to the 


women's home ran by the missionaries. 
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What kind of thing do you remember of your childhood? 

It snowed a lot in Kanazawa, so we played cards, battledore and 
Shattlecock and ball games. My grandmother was good at sewing, 

so we had fun making balls. That was before I started going to 

church. After I started going to church my grandmother died, so 
I used to go to the women's home. As Kanazawa was a cold place, 


I used to play cards with my friends. 


Did anything sad happen? 
I was very sad when my father died. I used +o cry wishing that 


my father was alive. My uncle and aunt did not have children, 


so I think they did not understand children. 


Did they bring you up with strick discipline? 


Yes, they were strict. 


Are there any other memories before you came back’ito Kanazawa? 


q am not sure but I think I went to a Christian kindergarten. in 


Hokkaido. I remember I went to the kindergarten on a:man's” back 
one -night, watched an interesting program, and came home on piggy- 
back. My aunt and uncle did not like religion, so I didn’t say 
anything to them, and even if I had told them they wouln’t have 
understood. Looking back, I think it was a Christian kindergarten. 
I went there at night time, and modelved a present. Everybody was 
supposed to go to a foreigner and thank for the present, but as I 
was a Siowpoke Since I was little, I didn't get to go and ‘give: my 


thanksy,@o. I was embarassed. I think it was a Christian kindergarten. 
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Do you remember about the time your father died? 

I don't remember well. At the funeral many pupils of the aces 
School were dressed up and saw him off. Watching them from the © 
behind in the car I was excited because they looked pretty. My 


mother told me she had a hard time calming me down. 


Were you happpy when you came back to Kanazawa? 
I:think I was happy as I came back to mother’s house. I felt the 


warm feeling of love between us. 


Didn*t you see your mother for about 6 years until then? 
I didn't see her Since I went to Sapporo until I came back to 


Kanazawa because it was too far. 


What was your mother doing in Kanazawa then? 

She went back to her home ahd took care of her parents as they 
were old. Her family was well-to-do as a fire chief, but suntan 
the Sino-Japanese War the depression hit Japan, and the bank in 
which they had the retirement money went bankrupt. They just had 


the larid: afidtitihenhause but lost the income from the interest, so 


they started to live in poverty. Mother was brought up in a well- 


to-do family, and now she became poor but she managed somelow. 


Her first marriage did not go well. Then she married Imagawa: which 


Was-a.strictwiamily She lede guiteiayhard life. At first she married 


aman named Omachi,who was a prodigal son. He lost his house and 


everything by drinking and disappeared, so she had to divorce him 


and married Imagawa. In the meantime Omachi went to Hawaii and 
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became a Christian. He wondered what his former wife was doing, 


and found out that she remarried but her husband died. Then he 


married:Her again. Since then we started going to church. 


How old were you then? 


‘When I was 11 year old I started going to the Methodist church 


in Kanazawa, and I was baptized when I was 15. 


How did you feel when your mother remarried? 


I don't remember. 


Were you going to school then? | 
It was about the time I graduated from the grammar school. After 


my mother remarried Omachi ddopted. me and sent me money for school. 


At that time he had come from Hawaii to Sacramento. 


: When your mother was married to Mr. Omachi for the first time, 


did she have any children? 

her husband 
I heard that they had a child, but as te lived a fast life, she 
gave the child for adoption. After Omachi became a Christian he 


sent for this child, but he died young. 


You had-an older sister, didn't you? | 
Yes, she was the oldest daughter, but she was already adopted to 
another family when my uncle succeeded the family, so I was the 


only one left. 


Q: Didn't your sister come to America? 


As We met each other after she got married, but it was much later. 


Q: Did your mother come to America with you? 
A: I attended a mission school in Kanawawa, and came to America in 
1908. My mother came to America in 1906, the year they had the 


earthquake in San Francisco. 


Q: Were you happy when your mother came to America? 
A: Yes, I was happy. Since my father died I was envious of other 
people who had fathers, so I was happy to have someone whome I 


could call a father, even though he was my step-father. 


Qe -Wepretuybuchappy when you were coming to America? 


At Yes, I was very happy. 


Q:.Where did you sail from? 
At From Yokohama. My step-father had become a member of a Methodist 
church in Sacramento, Rev. Yoshida’s wife was coming from Japan, 


so she broght me with her. as I was a young girl. 


Q: When you left Japan did anybody see you off? 


As My uncle brought me to Yokehama..from Kanazawa. 


Q: Were you sad when you left Japan? 


As I was happy as I was coming to America. 


Qs At that time what kind of a country did you think America was? 
As I thought it was a nice place. When I left Mrs. Yoshida at 
Sacramento and came to Loomis, I was surprised there was such 
a rural district in America, When I saw our house Whith iis two- 
storied, I thought it was like a match box. @ompared to Kanazawa. 
I thought it was a lonely place. We lived in that house for a 
long time, put it was burned down while we were in Tule Lake. 


Our gon David built a nice house there. 


Qs: Do you remember the name of the ship? 


As I think it was Shinano-Maru. 


Q: What do you remember about the things happened on board the ship? 
A: In those days there were not many young girld. Mrs. Yoshida had 
- many friends among officers of the Ship, so we were given a nice 


cabin although we were second class, and we had a good time, 


Q: How was the food on board the ship? | 

A: The meal for the second class was good. As Mrs. Yoshida did not 
like Western food they served Jispanese food especially for us. 
I don't think they did the same with other second class passen- 
gers. As Mrs. Yoshida had good feiends. 1 participated in.the 


feast with her. We had a very pleasant trip. 
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Were the}any women on board the ship? 
A: There were'no-xzirisy. » There were men coming to America on draft 


deferment, on study and on business, but there were very few 


women in those days. 
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Did anybody meet you at Seattle? 
Rev. Yoshida's relation met us and took care of us until we 


arrived in Sagramento. 


How did you feel when you saw Seattle as the ship arrived there? 


I was so happy that I dida't think anything else. 


Was it the first time you saw the white people? 
I didn't have a chance to see them as many of Mrs. Yoshida’s 


relations met us and we were busy greeting each other. 


Did you go to Sacramento by train? 


Yes, we did. Members of Sacramento church came to the station 


and welcomed us. My step-father came from Loomis to meet me. 


; Did you meet your step-father for the first time in Sacramento? 


Yes, I met him for the first time then. 


How did you feel when you saw your step-father? 


I was very happy because I wanted a father for a long time, 


What did your father say when he sawsyou for the first time? 


I don't remember what he said. I only remember that when WNrs. 


Yoshida introduced me to my father, I said "Dozo yoroshiku". 
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Did you go from there straight to Loomis? 


Yes, I have been living in Loomis for 70 years since then. 


You told me thatuwhen you saw-Loomis for the first time you 
were surprised to find such a rural district in America. 

What other impression did you have? | 

It was the time when there were only young men, so I felt like 
a young girl surrounded by young men. When I went to church 


there were just men. 


Young women in these days will Likesthat, but weren't you happy? 


No, I felt uneasy. 


What did you do during the two years after you came to America 
and before you gob married? | 

I worked at Dr. Burton's house to learn housework. At first 

I commuted to Dr. Burton’s, but as young men bothered me, I 
lived in the family. Mrs. Burton taught piano, and her daughter 
taught violin. I did not know English, but I worked there for 
about 2 years. During the summer I worked in the fruit packing 
house. There too, young men bothered me. I thought America was 
a hard place for a young girl to live. I was relieved when I 


got married. 


What kind of miss did you make when you worked at Dr. Burtons? 
I did not understand English, so I did not peel the potatoes 
when she told me to do. The next day I saw her peeling the 


potatoes, so I found out that I was supposed to peel the potatoes. 
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How did you pick your husband? 


As Japanese custom, my parents picked him. Takagishi came here 
just to see the condition, and he was supposed to go back to 


Japan in three years, but he settled here without going back. 


How did your parents pick Mr. Takagishi? 
He was a member of the church and was a serious man, so they 
must have thought he will make a good husband who will provide 


a happy family. 


Did you know him before? 
He was a member of the Methodist church in Loomis when I came 


to America. 


‘Did you like him? 


May be. 


Did you think he will be all right? 
Japanese girls do not say such thing. Your question is American 


style. 


Your grandchildren want to know how you picked your husband 
among many young men. 


I was brought up in Japan, so if my parents told me to marry a 


man, I said "yes". 
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Didn't you like any man while you were in Japan? 


I just went to school, and I didn't have any interest in men. 


How old was Mr. Takagishi when you were married? 
He was 9 years older than I was, so he was 27 years old. There 


were many men around that age in those days. 


They must have wanted to marry you. Were there many proposals? 


They all said,"Helzo" to me. In those days a boy named Sanji 


Sugawara came from Hawaii, so I behaved like qa little girl with 
him. But there was no young girl, so all the people around me 


said "Hello" to me. 


How was the wedding? 


We could: not rént-a-churchy;so.we held our wedding ceremony at 


a 


the Guild Hall. 


Was it a big wedding? 


No, we could not have a big wedding in those days. 


Did you have a reception after the wedding? 


There was no such thing. 


Were you happy when you got married? 
Yes. I finally found a husband among many friends, so I was 


glad I was settled. 
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Was it very dangerous to be a young girl then? 
Yes, it was. In Japan goung girls are very careful not to lose 
their purity. I thought America was a hard place to do so. That 


is why I was relieved when I got married. 


What was your husband doing then? 

He was a member of the church. Six people as partners bought 
about 60 acres of land and divided it into 3 with 2 people in 
each team. My husband and Takahashi owned an orchard as partners. 


We sold our farm, ©..i Jt was where the Yamashiros lived. 


What were you growing? 


We just bought the land, but we had to work and make thoney in 


order to pay for the land, so we had a hard time. However, there 


is something that I think was God's blessing. That is, after we 
sot married we leased a farm although we owned an orchard. That 
| ; in Placer conn ey. 
year we had a heavy frost. and all the fruits) were damaged, , but 
the farm we leased with Mr. Otani did not have any fitopa damage 
so we made much money. With that money we paid off the.morgage of the 


orchard we bought. We were very lucky. I think it was God’s Lo. 


blessing. My husband’s partner, Mr. Takahashi went to work out- 


side saying, "Since Frank (my husband's nickname) made money, I 
am going to work outside", but he was not very successful. After 
that Mr. Takahashi wanted to go into business, so we sold the 
land we paid off with the money we made, and started the Mutual 
Supply Company. It was the predecessor of the present Mutual 


Ssuppply Company. 
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Good things did not happen all the time; Sometimes we became 


ill, sad things happened, and my stepfather died. 


Qs When did your stepfather die? 


As He died in 1913. At that time there were two children between 


him and my mother. They are Peter and Joseph, =: they are both 
in 60s now. Joe eae lawyer in Stockton, and Peter lives in 
Loomis. He has a good wife Mary who never misses the church on 
Sundays. She plays piano well. Among 6 girls they have, Hope likes 
music. She received a scholarship from the church in Loomis and 
attended a music school in San Angelmo. | 


I know her. She married Kawashima who was my classmate. 


What did your stepfather die from? 
Tuberculosis. He was not a farmer, so I think farming was too 
hard for him, and damaged his lung. In those days there were 
no Sanitariums so we toeki care of ohimeat. home. As the grand- 
children were aaaiD we had to be very careful not to let the 
children catch it. 
There was a man who helped us a Lot then. He was Rev. Imai 
who was a pastor at Walnut Grove for a long time and died at 
Dinuba. He was not a pastor at that time, but worked for my 
stepfather. While he was working for Omachi, he was influenced 
by my stepfather and decided to gectecthe *théological seminary 
and become a pastor. Rev. Imai says that he was saved by my 


stepfather, and we say that our family was saved by Rev. Imai. 


Q: Did you work in the field after you got married? | 
A: I don't know how to work in the field. That was my mistake. 
My husband never liked to read and write since he was yOUNE, - 4 


but he was good at business as he had training in business. 


Did you work with your husband? 


As I could not help him in farming, bit I helped him in business 
in writing letters and other things. As we started busines in 
America there were many things we. didn’t understand. My husband 
epeméed:a shoe repair shop, but we did not know how to order things 
from the wholesale store, nor did we Sedeeeiend Ghen. tie customers” 
brought shoes to Be repaired, We had to gesture with our hands and 
feet to make ourselves understood. It was very inconvenient not to 


be able to understand English. 


Q: Was it the Mutual. Supply Company? 

As We managed the Mutual Supply endian together for 5 to 6 years, 
but Mr. takahashi's family grew as he took a wife, and our family 
grew as children were born, So we were separated, and my husband 
started the shoe business, and managed it for 40 years. During 
that time there were many things we did not understand, but some 
people helped us. We needed a lot and a house to open a business, 
but at that time we could not pur tend. eeauee of. the Land Act. 

A man named Napoleon Rivers bought the land and put fe ts his 
daughter’Florence's name, and then let usibuild a house on it 
and start a business. Strangely enough, whenever we needed help 


somebody helped us, so could manage the business. 
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Were you operating the shoe store at the time of depression? 


We were pretty well settled by then. 


Did -it affect your business? 

The business was pretty good even during the depression. It was 
God’s blessing. We were guided by unseen hands of God. That is 
the blessing for leading a religious life. We started a business 


not in Japan but in America. 


What kind of problems did you have in shoe business? 


We did not know how to order from the wholesale stores, or- whet 


to say to the Customers when we were too busy and could not do 


it. I am surprised how we managed it. We had to ask people to 


write letters for us. 


How many children do you have? 


Six. 


Is she the first baby. 


Yes. Then I had 3 boys, but one of them, Samuel died. Samuel 
served asi:a pastor at a Methodist church in Los Angeles. He was 
with Yazaki in Pacific Seminary in Berkeley, but when the evucu- 
ation was Bharted he had to go to a camp. Later he graduated 
from a seminary in Denver. Then he went to Chicagocarid worked. 
He worked as a pastor for 8 years, but he died of: leukemia at 
the age of 34. He had 3 children. Mark became a doctor and got 


married the other day. 
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Did you continue the shoe business until the war broke out? 
Yes, we continued it until the war broke out. There was a very 
kind man who brought the stock from the store to Tule Lake center. 
Thateisr howe We had'-avehance to have a business in Tule Lake, We 
had good helpers. In Tyle Lake people did not care about the 

style of shoes, but bought them if they fit their feet, so it 


| was easier to do business there than here. 
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‘Before: thewwar there were some anti-Japanese feelings in some 


places, but did you have any such experience while you were in 
the shoe business? | 
The town of Loomis has been very good to Japanese. Buddhismrwas 
popular in Penryn, but there were many Japanese Christians in 
Loomis, so Japanese in Loomis were popular among the white people. 
Some schools Segregated Japanese, but there was no such thing in 
Loomis so our children were treated equally and did not know such’ 
thing as exclusion. I think it is a Christian Town. Last sunday 
we celevrated the 75th anniversary of the church. In those days 
there was no meeting place: but there were books. My stepfather 
worked hard for the church maybe because he was thankful that he 


was saved from a prodigal life. He must had a strong faith as he 


influenced Rev. Imai to become a pastor. 


When did your stepfather come to Loomis? 

In 1903. He was a member of a church in Sacramento at first. 
I read the history of that church once, and found ie that he 
served there. In 1941 the church in Loomis became independent 


with Rev. Naito as the pastor. I was a member of the church in 
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sacramento, also. 


Was the church you went to when you came from Japan the church 


in Sacramento? 
It was the church in Sacramento. When the church was built here 


in 1911 we all moved here. When D:camesto'Sacramentonini £908c):* 


there was no denomination. Later it was separated. 


How did you feel when the Pearl Harbor was attacked? 


I was surprised. 


Did you hear ahy rumors of war between Japan and America before then? — 
It was quite peaceful so I never thought about such thing. After I 
became a member of the church in Loomis, I wanted to help the Sunday 


school, so I did not care about such thing. 


What kind of thing happen after that? 


We were evacuated. 


Were you worried when the war broke out? 


Tewasr:s not worried much. 


. What kind of preparation did you do for the evacuation? 


We had to dtsgpose:of:euvsbehonggngs and readjust our business. 
We were lucky to have an American lady help us readjust our 


business. 


Q: Did the white customers come as usual after the war started? 

At The white customers in Loomis did not show any anti-Japanese 
feeling. They saw us off to the evacuation centers as if we 
were going on a vacation for a while. My husband liked plants 
and had many of them, so some Americans took care of them for 
him. Dr. ee bought many plants. Mrs. Griffin brought our 
stock of shoes to Tule Lake. They were very kind to us. I think 
the treatment Japanese in Loomis received at the time of evacu- 


ation was different from that in Penryn. 


Qs What did you do with your store while you were in camp? 
As We left it open. It was empty as a lady brought the stock to 
Tule Lake. 


Q: Did you pay eff the mortgage on the store? 
As We were lucky. As I told you before, we made much profit from 
fruit when we escaped the frost damage, so we paid off the mort- 
gage on the land. Then we sold the land and-bought the Mutual 
Supply Company, from which we were separated and bought the 
shoe store. We did not have any debts, so we were pretty lucky. 


Only we became ill sometime. 


Qs: When did you become ill? 


At My husband haa influenza. 
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When was it? 
a I heard «:.... 
I think it was around 1917 whan influenza raged. ,There was a 


rumor that Takagishi died. I said, "Is that so. Then he had a 


close call." Miraculously he recovered. After that time we started 


the shoe business. 


Around what year did you start the shoe business? 


It was 1918 or 1919. We lived in town until then. We built the 


house we are living in in 1920. Only Ida was born there. 


: Going back,.bhere were many single men before the war. Were 


there any gambling place in Loomis? 


No, there wasn’t any in Loomis. There were some in Penryn. 
I think it is because it is a Christian town. I heard that 


a group of Christians who came to Loomis around 1903 went to 


Penryn for a roadside mission, and were Sbanked" by Chinese. 
There is much difference between Penryn and Loomis. Later 
I thought that the method of bringing up children was different. 


The children who go to church in Loomis were popular among the 


white people. 


- Have you ever heard stories about single men who lost all their 


money in gambling? 


There may be such people-ih:Loomis, but I stay’ With a... group 


of Christians so I don't know, 
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In those days there were racketeers around gambling places. 
in Walnut Grove and other places. Were there any such people 
around here? | 


As far as I know there wasn’t any such people in Loomis. If 


‘there were any, they would probably have gone to Penryn as the 


Christian group was powerful in Loomis. 


Where did you go first when you evacuated? 


Tule Lake: 


When did you go there? | 
I think it was around May. We went to an Assembly center first. 
It was after the rice was harvested there, so there were many 


enats. I was bitten by gnats and was very itchy. 


Where was the assembly center? 
I forgot: where it was. We were there temporarily, so it was 


very inconvenient. 


| “ v 
Was it Abdérga? _ 


Yes, it was Aborga. 
What do you remember about the assembly center? 
The toilets were not built good; wo 2 ciicds IT dontt know what 


other people did, but I cried. 
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How was the food? 


It was coarse, but we could not expect normal meals. Aboga was 


a miserable place. Tule Lake was a big place. There was a big 


public square. The Christian group work very hard. Rev. Daisuke 


Kitagawa was the pastor, and he was very active. We had a choir 


too. We were in Tule Lake for quite a long time. There was a 


fish store. We could buy anything we wanted to buy. 


Did you buy fish and cook it yourself? 


Yes. 


What kind of memories do you have about Tule Lake? 


We were prepared to stay there for a long time, so we picked 


shells and made flowers, picture frames and other wares, and 


had a good time. We had exchange pastors, and held big meetings. 


Did you work? 


The salary was only $16 a month, but we were fed and received 


clothes. 


Did you work, too? 


No, I didn®t as I had to take care of my mother. 


Did your mother stay with you since your father died? 


Yes, She: stayed ‘with »uss-until: she“died. She. 


with my father, my husband and Sammy. 
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¥ Men received $16 a month by working as farmers, carpenters etc. 
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Q: Were Peter and Joseph brought up in your home? 


A: Only when they were little. They were not too different in ages 


Q: 
At 


from Florence and Joe, so after my stepfather died they stayed 
with us. My stepfather owned land, so they queues to make a 
living. Peter succeeeded the farm. It was 24 acres and not big 
enough for two boys. Anyway Joe wanted to study. He must have 


been a good scholar because he became a lawyer. 


How was food in Tule Lake? | 

I don't know but I think ‘the peopiZe who worked in ‘the mess hall 
pocketed some food. We could buy anything we wanted toy so we had 
enough. It was cold in the winter and we burnt coal, SO we scrounged 
for coal. We were very greedy. We did not think of doihg' buch a 
Sineowen we were out, but when we were in camp we had such 


foolish idea. We were very selfish. | 


Do you remember that Hittomix was killed in Tule Lake? 


: No, I don’t remember. 


What did you think about the question of loyalty? 

I was with the Christians. One thing I remember about Tule Lake 
ig that when Rev. Yazaki came to Tule Lake, Block 44 excluded 
Christians and did not serve breakfast on Sunday morning. JIt 


was hard to go to church without having breakfast. 
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Didn't they let you eat breakfast on Sunday morning? 
No, So everybody: :came to my house, and I fixed brakfast for them. 


My mother was living with us, so we served breakfast. 


There was another question whether Niseis should go into service 
or not. How did you feel about it? | 
We were Americanized, so we were for it. There was a group that 


opposed to it. 
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I went along with whatever the church group decided. 


What did- you do beside making shellware in Tule Lake? 
We weaved baskets and offering plates. Shellware was very popular. 


Mrs. Yatsu is 97 years old now, 


Is there anything else you can remember about Tule Lake? 

There seemed to have been some trouble about the salary. When Mary 
Yazaki was about to have a baby there was some trouble in the hos- 
pital. Memy poeple were injured so we were afraid nobody come to 
deliver her baby, but she managed to have the baby. That baby was 
Diahn. She was born in Tule Lake. Before the trouble started 
everybody moved to Amach®, but we could not move because Mary 

was expecting a baby. My husband, mother, Mary and myself stayed 
there. Norio was in a theological seminary in Denver so he wasn't 
there. I was very worried at that time and lost weight. Mary had 
her baby safely, and now Diahn is a big girl now. She is teaching 


OT AN oe on aa in San Mateo. 
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There were many radicals in Tule Lake, weren't there? 


I think they were such people, but I didn’t listen to then. 


Weren*t there any: people who were called "spies" by them? 
Christians were called "spied" Many people were there, so 


there were graves, too. 


How long did you stay in Amache? 
I think we stayed there for about a year and a half. We picked 


Amache because people from Livingston, and Yazaki's parents told 


us that Amache was good, and also because it was close to the 
theological seminary. Amache was not as big as Tule Lake, but 
the Christians there were good. An old Methodist pastor named 
Rev. Baba prayed every time he met somebody. He was on.a wheel _ 


chair. It was very peaceful there. 


‘ies: maene better than Tule Lake? . 

It was more peaceful. It was close to Boulder, Colorado. Ali. 
Inouye worked at Boulder University. There was a language 
school where Ali, Dr. Watanabe and Torisawa taught Japanese 

to American officers. Amaché was good: because we could go out. 
Sam was married and lived in Denver, so I went to see him alone. 
I transfered somewhere, and when I arrived at Denver Inouye-san 
met me. I was brave. Another lady, Mrs. Yokote went to see her 


son who was in the hospital in Pueblo. 
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Was Amathe better than Tule Lake? 


Yes, it was. 


Did you make shellwares in Amache, also? — 

No, we dug up the roots of trees, polished them and made flower 
vase, lamp stand and other things. Everybody had some good ideas 
and made something, as we had nothing to do. We were told not to 
go outside the fence, but we crawled under the fence and brought 
back the roots of trees. Guards were watching from the tower, but 


they didn't stop us. 


What other recollections of Amache do you have? 


There was a funeral of somebody from Loomis. There ‘were no flowers 


so we made flowers out of paper. They looked nice in the photo- 
graphs. We met pastor from different places and heard all kinds 


of stories, so it was good, 


Was the food better in Amache than in Tule Lake? 
Yes, it was better than Tule Lake. But we could buy food if we 
wanted to, so we didn’t care much about the food. There was a_ 


fish store, too. 


When you went to Amache did you take the shoes with you? 
It was too far to carry them. As Tule Lake was big, most of them 


were sold there. While we were in Tule Lake my husband collected 


some fossails and broght them home. 


- Qs: Where did you go after you left Amache? 

At We came ‘back to Loomis. People who didn't have houses could not 
come back even when they were told to leave the camp, but we had 
let an American take care of a house, and another house was empty, 


so we could come right back. 
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When we were in Amache we had a chance to go to Oe gee we 
also had picnics by a river and had a good time. Japanese language 
instructors were peenuries for the language school in the Naval 

- Academy in Boulder, and Mr. Tomizawa, Dr. Watanabe and Ali 
became Japanese instructors. Boulder was a nice place. Japanese 


in Boulder did not have to go to camps. I went to Denver, too, 


Q: Were your euses clean or dirty when you came home? 

A: Somebofy took the doers and windows off of the house in which 
my mother lived and sanded them away. I had asked the white .,. 
people who lived in a new house next door to our house to watch 
our house for us so it was safe. Only the garage was burned, ang 
the house in which eer lived was burned. Although her house 


was burned, mother could live with us so it was not inconvenient. 


; Qs Did you openethe shoe store again after you came home? 
A: For a little while. As we cuuld not drive»a car because of age 
it was inconvenient to go to town, so we retired. My husband 


died at the age of 92. 
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or Was it your mother? 


As No, my husband. My mother died in 1948. She was old fashioned 
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so she thought she should live with her sons, but she did not 
get along with their wives as they were American born, so she 
came back to me. Mother was born in a well-to-do family. Then 
she had hardships with her husbands, but at the end she was 
loved by everybody as "the mama of Loomis." Everyone in church 


was good to her. 


How long after you came back from camp did your husband retire? 


The shoe shop was burned down so he quit. 


After you quit the store did you retire? 
Yes. The children"s families are all settled so I am not worried. 


They all take good care of me. 


Do you think about your past often? 


T cannot forget about the time when my uncle scolded me for 
| | he =. 
going to church and becoming a Christian. As % was old fashioned, 


such words as "disgrace to the family" sunk deeply into my mind. 


I wanted to tell my uncle that no matter how much he opposed 

I wanted to make a-Christian home, but I couldn't as I was too 
young,so I kept wuiet. However, I prayed that someday I would | 
make a‘“hame which will ncn God's glory. Fortunately I could 
attend a mission school. At home I prayed that my children 

would live like God"s children. Buddhism was popular in Kanazawa, 


so I was given a hard time. 
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What was the religion of your family? 
I do not remember well, but my grandmother had a big picture of 


Kannon and chanted. I think it is the Nichiren Sect. 


What was your husband's . family? 

He was from Wakayama. His family was, pasties but his father liked 
business, and set up 3 or 4 weaving machines in the front part of 
the house and made Kishu flannel. It was half farming and half 
businesss family. His father was a sensible man, but his grand- 
mother spoilt him. His father sent him to Osaka to be an appren- 
tice of a store. He became a good businessman, so when he started 
business in America whether it was the Mutual Supply eee we the 


shoe store he had the buSiness spirit. 


When was the hardest time in America? | 
When my stepfasther became ill and died leaving Peter and Joe. 
who were only 3 and 5. I was married and had my own children, 


so it was very hard. We had enough money but it was spiritually 


hard. Fortunately the children did not catch the disease and 


Qs 


grew up healthy. Everybody is surprised that a pastor came 
from Peter's family. Joe did not have children so he adopted one. 
OES. 


When was the happiest time in America? 


: When I got married. We got married in 1910, and my stepfather 


died in 1913, so the happiest time didn*®t last long. My father 
held worship service in the morning and one at night.That kind 


of life continued for a while, but not too. long. 


Did you. have any other hardship beside the time when your father 
died? — 

I did not ‘expertkenbe much hardship compared to other people. The 
only hardenteT tae was when my father died and was separated 
from my mother when I was little. After I got married I did not 


experience much hardship. 


Are you. glad you came to America, or do you wish you stayed in 
Japan? | 


I think I was happier in America than staying in Japan. 


As an Issei with 88 years of experience, what kind of thing 


do you want to teach Sanseis and Yonseis? 
My children haves’iven their children good education, so none 


of the grandchildren have difficulties in getting jobs. That 


is not my doing or my childran's doing but we are in such 


circumstances by God's blessing. I am thankful to God for 
having blessed with such happy family. It was not my doing 


or my husband's doing, but God*’s blessing. 


Looking at your grandchildren and great grandchildren what do 


you want to teach them as an Issei grandmother? 


of circumstances they will be in. I helped Sunday school and 


worked for the church to show my gratitude to God for all the 


blessings. I want my children to know that I attended church 


without missing a single Sunday. 


af want +HEnt to put God above eberything else.no matter what kind 
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Qs: You received strict training and disciplin as a Japanese girl 


Qs: 


by your mother and uncle. When you see Sanseis, 18 there anything 
you want them to do as Japanese? 


I was from Kanazawa and my husband was from Wavavana. people here 


are from Wakayama. There are many people here from Wakayama-ken. 


There are differences in language and etiquette between these 
prefectures. I shouldn't say such thing, but there is difference 
in class’ We consider the ex-samurai class as soldiers. There is 
difference in spirit between my family and the family from Waka- 
yama, consequently the etiquette is different. That is why Ss ome- 
times I wonder if this is the way they say in Wakayama. I am 
surprised my husband put up with me. Men are differenct from 


women because they go out and work in the daytime. 


Is there anything you want Sanseis to do as Japanese? 


(Aifterent 


age. They are Americanized children so the old customs of my 


I do not wish them to do this or that as they live in 


younger days will not work for them, and there is no use saying 


such thing. There are certain ways of bringing up children accor- 
ding to that time. I think there is no use telling them to do 


something that I did when I was young. 


Sanseis are Americans but they are still Japanese race, Do you 
think it is good that they become aware of being a Japanese, or 


do you think they don’t have to do that? 


As They learn the custom naturally without knowing, no matter how 
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At 
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Americanized they are. There is a funny story. My grandson 


married a girl whose parents were from Kumamoto Prefecture. 
When they got married I was told that she could speak fluent 
Japanese. I was glad he took a wife who could speak Japanese 


as I could not speak English. However, when I met her I could 


not understand her Kumamoto dialect. Of course she did not 


understand me. We were both Japanese, and yet we could not 
understand each other. Her etiquette was different, too. Even 
if the Sanseis can speak Japanese we do not understand.each | 
other completely. There is no use saying, "What would your 
grandmother have done at a time like this?" We have to act 
according to circumstances. 

Lately some Sanseis wear Cieieieias sun flag on their etethes 


because they are proud to be Japanese. What do you think about 


that? 


I have never seen them so I don't know. The chiildren do what 
their parents used to do. It seemed that Mr. Taro Goto’s son 
brought up children with mediocre ideas. I used to meet their 
grandmother. She was a sensible woman. I think she is from Hiro- 


shima. The children are all sensible. I think it is because they 


‘became Christians early. 


There are many intermarriages now. Do you want them to marry 
Japanese if possible? 

Yes, I do. There are many intermarriages in our family. Marriage: 
is free now, so they won't listen to the go-between like in olden 


days. 
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Dow you: wish: that Japanese marry «. Japanese? 
If possible. I think it is God’s will. There are many great 
people as Dr. Nitobe among the intermarriages. Of course there 


are divorces, but the ones in our family are getting along well. 


What kind of hobbies do you have? 
I knit now. The knitting I learned from my sewing teacher and 
Bible class teacher when I was young is useful now. I think it 


is good that I spend my time knitting instead of chatting. 


Did you learn it when you were young in Japan? 


I learned it around the time I went to a mission school. I think 


I was fortunate to have learned it because now I don't have time 


to talk about other people. » 


How many years was the mission school? 

It was managed by English missionaries. There were 4 years of 
preparatory course, 2 years of regular course and 2 years of 
special course. We had to go altogether 8 years, but I attended 
only 6 years. because my parents asked Mrs. Yoshida to bring me 
to America with her. I left there without graduating from the 


school. I attended Sunday school since I was 11 years old. 
How many years was the grammar school? 


It was 4 years in those days. Then the junior high school was 


4 yrs. Then we went to high school for 4 years. 
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Then the grammar school was 4 years, junior high was 4 years, 
that makes 8 years. 

Then we went to high school for 4 years. Altogether it was 12 
years. After that boys went to higher schools and colleges, 


Wasthiehosahook the highest schools for girls except colleges? 


There were colleges. My school was on the same level as Aoyama 


Gakuen and Kassui in Fukuoka. Things we learned, Japanese lan-- 


guage, science and math were about the same level. Except, I 


didn*t graduate. 


Was it good that you came to America? 
Yes, it was good. I lived only in the country. I never left 


Loomis except for going to camp. I had friends in Oakland, 


but I became a country grandmother. I am alone in the country, | 


but the other day I visited Mrs. Inoue. While we were talking 
about Rev. Oishi's wife Ohana, many ladies Weard our conversa- 
tion and came out and told us that they knew Rev. Oishi. I 
found out that Rev. Oishi is the head of a an iiioane center 


in Tokyo now. 
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